


















 





� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.cannedfood.co.uk/images/cannedfood_logo.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���








Activity Sheet 2.





Most food cans are made from tin plate. This is sheets of steel, covered in a very thin layer of tin. 











It takes three pieces of tin plate to make each three-piece can. The cylinder is made from a rectangular shaped piece and two circular pieces form the top and the base.








Suction cups pick up the sheets of tin plate and carry them to a  ‘slitter’ machine.





When the sheets of tin plate arrive at the factory, they are fed into a special ‘feeder’ machine.








The sheets of tin plate are cut into ‘body blanks’. (These are the rectangles that will be curved round to create the sides of the cans.) The body blanks are rounded and electronically welded to make a steel cylinder.














Next, the metal base is automatically attached to the cylinder. 











When the can has cooled, the top and the bottom of the cylinder are ‘flanged’  or curled so that the lid and the base can be fitted.








The cans are then filled with food at the food filler and a lid is sealed on top. This may be a ‘ring-pull’ lid, or one that will need a can opener. The food is then cooked in the can to preserve it and give it a long shelf life. 








Now the cans are tested to make sure that they will not leak, before they are sent to the filling factory.











Use the information sheet to help you order these sentences to explain how a three-piece can is made.





The cans are ‘beaded’ with concentric rings around the middle to strengthen the can and prevent collapse when the foods are cooked inside the can to preserve it. 








