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- What makes up a can label and can it help


   sell the product?





 Would I buy it?





To consider how much influence a label has on a consumer.


To evaluate the effectiveness of a range of labels.


To think about what makes up the ‘perfect’ can label.





Have on the table in front of you, a selection of cans, all containing the same product. (The more different cans you can find, the better and this may mean visiting a few stores!) Tell the children that you have decided to buy this product, but when you went to buy it, you found that the shop stocked several different makes. You do not know which one to buy. Ask the children how they might help you to decide which one to buy.





Discuss their ideas. They may come up with:





The biggest can, because you would get most


The cheapest one


The most expensive one (because that one might be the ‘best’)


The one with the most attractive picture on


The one with no artificial colourings or preservatives


The one with no added salt or sugar





Discuss how the label can help you get the information that you require, to make a decision. Have a vote on which label they think is most effective in making you buy the product. What might make you more likely to buy it? Arrange the cans in order. Usually, the ‘saver’ range comes out last. What is it about the label that makes you more likely to buy the product? Discuss with the children why their cans are in the order that they are.








Discuss why the ‘saver’ range can does not persuade you to buy the product. Does that label tell you all you need to know? If they could add one thing to that label, what would it be?





Ensure each child has access to some labels. Use Activity Sheet 3 for the children to carry out some evaluations into the effectiveness of a range of can labels. Explain to the children that they are going to give a mark out of 5 for how effective / good they think each part of the can looks. A score of 1 would mean that it is not very good and a score of 5 means that it looks great. Go through the table with them, possibly working through one together. Ensure they put the product name at the top.





Once completed, look at the labels that have scored most highly and those that did not do as well.  Discuss the finding with the children. This work will help them when they come to designing their own label in lesson 3. 


















































A good selection of can labels (try to get some from the ‘saver’ ranges where there is no picture and very little information).


A selection of different labels for the same product (i.e. several labels from peas, carrots or tomato soup (with ‘saver’ range included for comparison).
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